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CHILD BUFFOCATED IN DEAN FOREST.

TYHE FATHER OCOMMITITED FOR
MANSLAUGHTER, :

Mr M, F. Carter, coroner, held an ingueat on |
Wednerday afterncon, at the police station at Coleford,
Westdean, toucking the death, which occurred on ths
15t inat,, of John James Bourne, son of JSmMEs Souras
collier, of Joyford, near Coleford,

Suean Bourne, mother of the deceaved, deposed
that on Baturday night last her husband on reachiog
bome palled ber hair and aseaulted her, because she
quarreiled with him about wages, and at length
baviog put the child into bed she went away and
plept that night at the houes of & Mes Barnett, She
waa away from the child, who was four months old,
peveral bours, Next morning she went back home,
and poticed foam on the child's month., On wakiog,
the child lay dead on her arms. Witnew and hor
hushand then told the co, when she told them
potrothe, saying she beon in hed with the child
all that night, She made that statement because she
1id pok wish it to be known that they quarrelled,
Jomes Bourne gave similar evidence,

Blizabeth Barnett told the coroner that the mother
of the deceased came to her house on Satarday night
in her nightdreas. She lefé the house at five o'cloclk,
aud balf-an-bour afterwards returned and said the
baby hed died doring the b.:fht'

Rose Barnett depoged that at the wowan's request
she and a Jodger went to try to pacify the husband,
T found him bhiding under a b with a stick
in his band, He ohased his wife, but ahe got from
bim, When the woman returned to the house witnoss
beard the husband call out to her and say the baby
gal dudi. The child sppeared to be well on Satur.

Ay eVERIDR,

ealie Trotter, registered medical praclitioner, de-
poeed that he made & post-mortem on the child, He
considered that there waa evidence of o slow process
of suffocation, The child had been overlain, or
covered with clothes, or it mﬁag bave turned over ou
its face and 20 become suffocated.

The Coroner said it was evident the parents had
been making wilful misstatements ail through their
evidence, No donbt the wife had dons her best Lo
goreen ber husband, FHe, the coromer, did not think
any guilt attached to her, but the father at the least
bas gmx gromly and culpably nexligeat.

_ After half an bour’s deliberation 10 jurymen were

in favour of a verdiot of manslaughter, The coroner

:gain addreceed them, and in the end a verdict to
at effect was retnrned. :

The man was then, on the atrength of the coroner's
worrant, bended over to the custody of Supt, Ford,
‘Suboe%utaatly he wae brought before & magistrate and
remanded, '
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